Examination Innovation: Transforming the National Board of Examiners in Optometry's Clinical Skills Examination.
The National Board of Examiners in Optometry recognizes the need for innovation and is creating a multidimensional clinical examination to parallel advancements within optometry. As optometry evolves, so must the assessments which form the path to optometric licensure. The current performance-based Part III, Clinical Skills Examination, is undergoing a transformation to best assess the diversity of knowledge, skills, and abilities needed to practice contemporary optometry. The objectives for the new clinical examination include increasing clinical authenticity, prioritizing the most essential and relevant skills, and emphasizing patient-centered care. This initiative is evidence based and consistent with best practices within the larger assessment community.